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Inter Ministerial Consultation on Metadata

Inter Ministerial Committee (IMC) to suggest on Data Exchange and
Developing an Integrated Statistical Database was set up by MoSPI in 2014.

• Need of common metadata framework was felt.

• “Common Minimum Metadata Indicators” (CMMI) framework 
developed on the lines of IMF’s DQAF. 

• CMMI intends to help statistical organizations to choose the right 
standards, models and approaches in developing their metadata 
systems. 

• Adoption of CMMI is recommended for all economic statistics & 
indicators in the country. 



Common Minimum Metadata Indicators (CMMI)

• It consists of 6 Sections, 18 Sub-categories and 41 Indicators

Sections

Sub-categories

Indicators
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• Existence of statutory Act/provision for data collection

• Existing provision for sharing of data

• Ensuring confidentiality of data providers

Legal 
Environment

• Institutionalised manpower and resources 
available for data management

• Sources of funds for statistical activities

Available 
Resources

• Existing policy of quality or standards
Quality 

Management
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• Guidelines and Rules concerning

• Access to statistics for Govt. users

• Access to statistics for pvt. Users

• Alignment of statistical policy with 
organisation policies 

Transparency

• Professional Capacity and existence of 
dedicated statistical units or centres

• Commentary on selection of data source   
methodology

Professionalism
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• Definitions & meaning of data elements and processes

• Documentation for access to concepts and definitions 
related to data produced

• Systems of public knowledge and scrutiny

Concepts and 
Definitions

• Scope, Coverage and Exclusions
Scope of 
statistics

• Product/Activity/Other classification in useClassification
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• Collection mechanism

• Data timeliness

• Norms & specifics of derived products
Source data

• Estimation procedures

• Forecast or any other statistical techniques 
in use

Statistical 
techniques

• Validation techniques

• Monitoring of process elements
Data validation
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• Frequency of data

• Alignment with international recommendations (SDDS) 

• Demand based scenario
Periodicity

• Timeliness commitment for data release – release calendar

• Alignment with international recommendations (SDDS) Timelines

• Ensuring temporal and cross sectional consistency

• Comparison with alternative dataConsistency

• Basis of revision schedule

• Extent and nature of revision allowedRevision

• Targeted users and users of data

• Reports/Studies/Projects undertaken for reviewUsage
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• Presentation and outlay of statistics

• Existence of IT platform for compilation & dissemination

• Storage of data

• Modes of dissemination

• Existence of advanced release calendar

• Clarification on disaggregated /Unit level data

Data

• Existence of Mechanism for feedback on 
Data/Statistics

• Conducting workshop/trainings on a regular basis

Dialogue 
with users
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Dissemination of Metadata



Key Benefits

Users’ Understanding Provide more structured  approach to understand 
and assess the data. 

Self Assessment Help Statistics Office to assess the strength and
weakness, and trigger to improve the weak areas.

Data Usage Improve interoperability , retrieval, reuse, and 
exchange of data





Data Quality Assessment Framework (DQAF)

• Rooted in the UN Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and grew out of the Special 
Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) and General Data Dissemination System (GDDS), the 
IMF’s initiatives on data dissemination. 

• Identifies quality-related features of 

➢governance of statistical systems, 

➢Core statistical processes, and 

➢statistical products. 

• Valuable for at least three groups of users. 

➤ To guide country efforts e.g., to prepare self-assessments. 

➤ To guide data users in evaluating data for policy analysis, forecasts, and 
economic performance. 

➤ to introduce rigor, structure, and a common language in the assessment 
of the quality of macroeconomic data. 



Quality Assurance Frameworks

UNSD: National Quality Assessment Framework

ESSC: Quality Assurance Framework of the European Statistical 
System

OECD: Short-term Economic Statistics Timeliness Framework

IMF: Data Quality Assessment Framework


